
  APPROVED 

 

Page 1 of 2   BoT Minutes 3/26/15 

 

ANN ARBOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING MONDAY, MARCH 26, 2015 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

A special meeting of the Ann Arbor Charter Township Board of Trustees was called to order by 

Supervisor Moran at 7:34 p.m.  

Present:  Supervisor Michael Moran, Clerk Rena Basch, Trustees John Allison, Ken Kohrs and 

Claudia Sedmak. 

Absent:  Trustee Randolph Perry and Treasurer Della DiPietro 

Also Present:  Karen Sikkenga 

II.  APPLICATION FOR NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND GRANT - Ann Arbor 

Township has prepared an application for a Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant to support funding 

for a shared-use trail from Parker Mill Park through University of Michigan property to the parking 

lot of the UM Matthaei Botanical Garden parking lot. The Township posted notice on March 3 of 

this public hearing to take public comment on the application. 

  

A. Public Hearing – At 7:35 Moran opened the public hearing. Karen Sikkenga from 

University of Michigan’s Matthaei Botanical Garden was present; she said she was here to 

answer any questions regarding the grant application. As there were no other public 

comments, Moran closed the public hearing at 7:36 pm.   

 

B. Board Discussion – Copies of the full application are available for review, and all Board 

members received a shortened version of the application. 

 

Moran pointed out that the application includes many letters of support for the project:  

Matthaei Botanical Gardens and Nichols Arboretum,  

Friends of the Border to Border Trail,  

Ann Arbor Center for Independent Living,  

City of Ann Arbor Parks and Recreation Services,  

NSF International,  

Toyota Motor Engineering & Manufacturing of North America,  

Huron River Watershed Council,  

Superior Charter Township,  

Washtenaw County Commissioner Felicia Brabec,  

Radrick Farms Golf Course,  

University of Michigan Herbarium, and  

Professor Sylvia Taylor from UofM School of Natural Resources and Environment.   

 

It was discussed that a previously proposed trail in this area would have been over the sewer 

easement which passed over some very low-lying wet areas; the current design does not 

follow the sewer easement.  Since U of M is now providing the easement, it has allowed for 

better design and location. The maintenance budget and plan was briefly discussed. 

 

C. Resolution to Approve Filing of Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant – Allison moved 

approval of the resolution to authorize submission of the Michigan Natural Resources 
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Trust Fund Application for a grant to support the Dixboro Road Shared Use Trail, 

and further to authorize expenditure of up to $50,000 as local matching funds for the 

project upon receipt of the MNRTF Grant and other grants and donations. Sedmak 

seconded. Motion passed unanimously. Sikkenga distributed some brochures Matthaei 

Botanical Garden has developed to promote the trail project.  

 

III.  NON-AGENDA ITEMS  

Moran updated the Board on the MDOT proposal for US-23 Improvements. The proposed 

improvements involve using electronic signalization and paved shoulders as additional lanes; the 

electronic signals switch the shoulder lane directions to accommodate rush hour traffic. Mike read 

the Environmental Assessment document provided by MDOT and has major concerns. 1) The 

Level of Service (LOS) rating of the west triple US-23/M-14 interchange goes from a “B” to an “F” 

during the morning rush hour. Even at its current “B” rating, our Fire Department spends a lot to 

time responding to traffic accidents at this location; 60% of our Fire Department calls are for 

expressway accidents and most of those are at the two triples. 2) MDOT said that the State Police 

won’t be able to patrol or ticket people using the shoulder lanes outside of the open hours. 3) With 

the proposal there will no longer be shoulders available for accident sites. In addition to these major 

concerns, Moran said the “Environmental Assessment” document did not contain any actual 

environmental assessment, for example there was no analysis done on the impact of the proposal to 

Traver Creek which passes underneath the project area. The cost of the proposed project is $75M, 

but it will only save drivers 11-13 minutes in their commute. MDOT has asked WATS for approval 

of the project, but as a member of WATS, Moran intends to vote no on the project. The Board 

members present concurred.  

IV.  ADJOURNMENT – Basch moved to adjourn the meeting at 8 pm. 

 


