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ANN ARBOR CHARTER TOWNSHIP  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING  

MINUTES OF MEETING - MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 
TOWNSHIP OFFICES 

3792 PONTIAC TRAIL, ANN ARBOR, MI 
 

I.     CALL TO ORDER, ESTABLISH QUORUM  
 

Supervisor O’Connell called the Ann Arbor Charter Township Board of Trustees meeting to order 
at 7:32pm on May 15, 2023.  
 
Present: Supervisor Diane O’Connell 

   Clerk Rena Basch 
   Treasurer Carlene Colvin-Garcia  
  Trustee John Allison 
  Trustee Michael Moran 
  Trustee Kristine Olsson 
  Trustee Rodney Smith 

 
Absent:  None 
 

 Also Present:  Township Attorneys Sarah Williams and Sinead Redmond; Utilities Director Rick 
Judkins, Comptroller Colleen Coogan, Accounting Manager Iomar Whitt, Fire 
Chief Mark Nicholai  

 
II.     APPROVAL OF BOARD of TRUSTEES MINUTES  

 
A. Regular Meeting April 10, 2023 

 
MOTION by Allison, support by Olsson, to amend and approve the April 10 meeting 
minutes as follows: 

• P. 2, under V.A., 4th bullet point, next to last line, insert: . . . Fund was negative . . .  

• P. 4, 4th par., 1st line: . . . owned owns . . .  

• P. 5, comment after roll call vote for 1st motion: . . . lived lives . . .  

• Correct where this occurs: Clark  Clerk Basch 

• P. 7, under F, amend 1st line to read: . . . the proposed construction . . .  

• P. 7, under F, amend 2nd line to read: . . . tower tank . . .  
  

 Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 

B. Special Meeting April 24, 2023 
 
Motion by Moran, support by Colvin-Garcia, to amend and approve the April 24, 2023 
special meeting minutes as follows: 

• Adjournment motion should read:  Motion by Smith Moran, support by Colvin-Garcia 
Smith . . .  
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Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 

III.      APPROVE THE AGENDA AND CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Claims Listing 04-07-23 to 05-10-23 for $259,168.78. 
 

B. AZ-1-23 Request for Release for Annexation of 2108 Newport Rd, I -09-18-480-004 by 
owners Marc Maxey and Ellen Donnelly in order to build a new house connected to City of 
Ann Arbor water and sewer. 

 
C. Township phones and installation of phones. 

 
MOTION by Basch, support by Moran, to amend and approve the Agenda and Consent Agenda 
as follows: 

• Remove Item III.B. from the Consent Agenda 

• Remove V.A and V.B from the Regular Agenda 
 
  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

 
MOTION by Moran, support by Allison, to amend the Board Rules to revise the agenda outline 
so that Citizen Participation is before the Approval of the Agenda and Consent agenda. 
 
Trustee Moran explained that this change would allow public comment relative to any consent 
agenda items before the consent agenda is approved. 
 
Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

 
IV.     CITIZEN PARTICIPATION  

7:30 – 7:45. Citizen Participation on Agenda Items only.  
 

Georgia Frost, Field Representative for Congresswoman Dingell, spoke briefly regarding her role 
and invited board members to reach out to her, especially with any issues that had to do with 
the federal government, including funding opportunities at the federal level and other areas of 
potential collaboration. 
 
Tanya Whelan, 4014 Earhart Road, said she lived at the corner of Earhart and Warren Roads. 
Ms. Whelan read a prepared statement regarding the gravel pit on Earhart. The gravel pit has 
impacted her family’s quality of life, with loud engine sounds starting at 6:45am, and with a 
consistent stream of truck traffic six days a week. Disruptive booming and clanking sounds come 
from empty double train trucks hitting the potholes and ruts on Earhart in front of their home.  
 
When the road is full of potholes and ruts, the truck traffic takes a single path down the center 
of the road; on numerous occasions the Whelans have had to move out of the way and/or stop 
as the trucks become oncoming traffic as they seek to avoid potholes.  
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There had been no sign of any monitoring of truck travel numbers; Ms. Whelan was concerned 
that the high level of truck traffic is leading to all the ruts and potholes, along with high dust 
levels. The dust levels cause visibility issues; no dust mitigation has been apparent.   
 
In addition to those issues, the Whelan’s drinking water is being affected. Many residents in the 
area had seen a drop in the water table. The Whelans lost water in December and had to install 
a deeper well pump; at the time it was estimated they had lost at least 15’ in their water table. 
They are concerned with the quality of their drinking water and are in the process of getting it 
tested.  
 
None of this is acceptable and must be in violation of the conditional use permit.  
 
As the Whelans understood it, the original application for the gravel pit permit stated that 
nearby water would not be affected. The gravel pit must be using an inordinate amount of 
water, raising questions about the environmental health and safety impacts of the operation. To 
have the Whelan’s health and well-being affected by the mining operation that is operating 
beyond its limits is unacceptable and needs to be addressed.  
 
The Board asked Ms. Whelan to submit her written comments and discussed the issues she 
raised.  

• The Township had very recently received a truck traffic volume report and is requesting 
quarterly reports.  

• The dust level mitigation has been in part altered by the state's requirements relative to 
chloride use. 

• Supervisor O’Connell asked that the Township be notified immediately when problems 
arose during the day relative to noise, vibration, or truck queuing on Earhart. 

• Trustee Allison said his research suggested that Washtenaw Sand and Gravel is in violation 
of their Conditional Use Permit; this would be discussed later in the meeting. Anecdotally, 
he had heard that deeper wells at 200’ have elevated levels of arsenic. 

• In response to a question, Ms. Whelan said at least two of her neighbors on her side of the 
road had been affected by the water situation. 

 
The Board thanked Ms. Whelan for bringing this situation to their attention. 

 
V.      ANNEXATIONS, ORDINANCES, ZONING, RESOLUTIONS 

 
A. Resolution Approving Storm Water Drainage Easement – Beckwith (Northbrooke North) 

 
B. Resolution Approving farm View Drive and Farm View Court, Private Road Permit – 

Beckwith (Northbrooke North) 
 

C. Northbrooke South Private Wastewater System – Jeffrey Souza, Northbrooke Estates HOA 
 
Township Attorney Dieck introduced this agenda item. The Northbrooke Estates Homeowners 
Association, working with Utility Director Judkins, is interested in changing their private 
wastewater services (PWS) contractor. Per Township ordinance, agreements were made 
between Northbrooke Estates, the Township, and the PWS contractor.  
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PWS systems are highly regulated both under Township ordinance and Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE). In order to change contractors, there are 
administrative steps that must be followed with a significant amount of paperwork. Also, per 
the agreements, the contractor must give consent for any change in PWS operator. The HOA 
also needs the Township’s consent to change operators. Once consent is obtained, the EGLE 
permit must be switched to the new contractor, who must meet Township requirements that 
there are proper escrow reserve funds in place, making sure the system is in good operation, 
giving a final report from the current operator, and so on.  
 
Tonight, a representative of the HOA was asking for discussion of this request, in order to see if 
the Township will give its consent to change the PWS operator. 
 
Utilities Director Judkins added that with the Township’s support, as Utilities Director he and the 
HOA could move forward administratively to complete the paperwork and return to the next 
BOT meeting for final approval. 
 
Referencing the HOA’s written communication received by the Township on May 5, 2023, and 
acknowledging the apparent failure of the current PWS contractor, Trustee Smith asked if there 
was any sanction that could be attached to the current contractor. Township Attorney Dieck 
said that she would research this issue. 
 
Louisa Self, President, Northbrooke South Homeowner Association, also referenced the May 5 
letter. The request to change PWS contractors was not a frivolous request but was based on the 
failure of the current operator. The contractor has not come to the HOA relative to needed 
repairs to the PWS system. The belts are not rotating the sludge through the various tanks, the 
system is not locked down, repairs need to be made as soon as possible, proper reports are not 
being sent to the Township, the contractor had not been monitoring the sludge levels and has 
not been cleaning in a timely manner. The PWS has not been monitored on a regular basis. 
 
Ms. Self said that AT&T had related to her that no one has ever called into the monitoring 
system or called out from the system. There had been 20 homes not hooked up for monitoring. 
After a lengthy process, that number had been reduced, but there are still 10 homes not hooked 
up for monitoring. 
 
The homeowners would like to make this change quickly in order to avoid sewage backups in 
their homes. 
 
Utilities Director Judkins said he did not get any reports, including monthly and annual reports, 
or reports that the system is being checked regularly. He and Township Engineer Humesky had 
called numerous times and requested these reports, and Judkins had stopped by in person and 
requested them. 
 
Utilities Director Judkins said he agreed with the HOA. He and Township Engineer Humesky had 
met with the potential new operator, and both he and Humesky were supportive of changing to 
the new company. 
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Ms. Self said they had talked with the current operator regarding the fact that the monitoring 
system has never been called into or called out from the main system. The contractor’s solution 
was to recommend purchasing a new monitoring system for $10K. This seemed risky as the 
contractor was not utilizing the monitoring system that was in place. 
 
Ms. Self continued that homes that are nearest to the PWS system had at times experienced 
water overflow from the tanks in their yards.  
 
In response to comments, Ms. Self said the tanks were pumped out in January, and the HOA got 
a very large bill for this service. However, if the tanks were cleaned regularly, such a large spike 
in costs would not happen.  
 
Trustee Smith wondered if the situation was safe. Utilities Director Judkins explained that 
without seeing the reports, he could not tell what was being reported. 
 
Trustee Moran agreed that the HOA appeared to have justification for seeking a new PWS 
operator.  
 
Trustee Allison asked Utilities Director Judkins to follow up on this situation with EGLE. 
 
In response to questions, Township Attorney Dieck said the development agreement and the 
site maintenance agreement were 3-party contracts with the HOA, the Township, and the PWS 
operator. While the Board could indicate support for a contractor change this evening, it should 
not take action without first receiving information including proof of reserves, a final report 
from the current operator, proof that the system is in good operating order, and so on. When 
the new development agreement and maintenance agreements are signed, and after receiving 
documentation that the new contractor is licensed by the State, the Board could then 
appropriately give consent for a contractor change. She noted that if the current contractor did 
not give consent, the Township might have other grounds for terminating a contract without 
that consent. 
 
Ms. Self asked that this effort be expedited, as it appeared the PWS could fail at any time.  
 
Utilities Director Judkins thought the administrative work for a contractor change could be done 
within the next few weeks. He would meet with HOA Board member Jeffrey Souza, who was 
responsible for infrastructure, next week. 
 
D. Resolution Approving Agricultural Building, 4700 Whitmore Lake Road (Slow Farm) – Kim 

Bayer. 
 

Supervisor O’Connell asked Township Attorney Dieck to give the background to this request and 
review the draft resolution approving the agricultural building for Kim Bayer’s Slow Farm at 4700 
Whitmore Lake Road. 
 
Township Attorney Dieck explained that Ms. Bayer has requested that she be permitted to 
install and construct some improvements on her property, which property is subject to a prior 
conservation easement. Bodman provided the Board with a memo and site plan that gives the 
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scope of the improvement being requested, including a 30’ x 80’ permanent structure that will 
have an impervious floor. Under the conservation easement, the Township needs to approve 
the new structure as an agricultural structure. 
 
The Township, Ms. Bayer, and the US Government/NRCS (United States Department of 
Agriculture Natural Resource Conservation Service) are all party to the conservation easement 
agreement. The Township has additional obligations as a reporting party.  
 
Separately and concurrently, a zoning and administrative process must also be followed relative 
to constructing new improvements on the site.  
 
At its December 12, 2022 meeting the Farmland and Open Space Preservation Board had by 
formal motion indicated that they supported the structure as an agricultural structure allowed 
by the current easement, and therefore recommended that it be permitted.   
 
Farmland Consultant Lonik had spoken with the Township’s federal counterparts, and there had 
been pushback on the idea that new structures were permitted under the conservation 
easement.  
 
The Resolution was for the Board’s approval under the conservation easement, and also to send 
a letter to the Township’s federal counterpart, stating that the Township views the building as 
an approved structure under the easement. The NRCS must give their support as well. If the 
NRCS takes a position that the structure is not approved, the Township would be looking at an 
amendment process. While no conservation easements have been amended in Michigan, the 
Township thought that requesting an amendment might be successful in this case. Pursuing this 
option would require Ms. Bayer’s commitment to move forward. 
 
Trustee Allison pointed out that the Farmland Board had some prior issues with Ms. Bayer 
relative to keeping the site clean and free of old equipment stored on the site; Farmland 
Consultant Lonik had reported that everything was “fine” at this point. Lonik will be inspecting 
the property again in 2 weeks. 
 
Trustee Allison also said that Ms. Bayer had historically refused to sign her annual monitoring 
report. She had recently signed it and needed to commit to continuing to do so in the future. 
 
In response to comments made at a Farmland Board meeting, Trustee Moran wanted the record 
to show that he had never had conversations with Ms. Bayer stating that she could construct 
buildings as a matter of right, nor made any promises in this regard. 
 
Trustee Moran did support this board action, which was to support the construction of a 
agricultural building in the conservation easement, because it is necessary and appropriate to 
her operation. 
 
Supervisor O’Connell supported the new building, which would be an upgrade to what was on 
the site presently.  
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Basch requested that Exhibit A be modified to remove the 2010 Baseline Documentation Report 
because the copies made of old photographs rendered them unreadable.  
 
After discussion and amendment, the following motion was offered: 
 
MOTION by Smith, support by Allison, that the Ann Arbor Charter Township Board of Trustees 
approve the RESOLUTION APPROVING AGRICULTURAL BUILDING, 4700 WHITMORE LAKE RD 
(SLOW FARM), dated MAY 15, 2023, with modifications to the exhibits, specifically limiting 
Exhibit A to contain only the relevant portions of the conservation easement document (pages 
1-26), and other exhibits as deemed necessary and appropriate by the Township Attorney. 
 
Roll call vote: 
Smith  yes 
Moran  yes 
Allison  yes 
Olsson  yes 
Basch  yes 
O’Connell yes 
Colvin-Garcia yes 
 
Motion passed 7-0. 
 
E. Approve Quarter 1 Budget Amendments 
 
Trustee Moran suggested that the new policy stated in the Comptroller’s narrative to no longer 
report the unrealized FMV changes in the board quarterly financial reports and only report this 
at year end in the audited financial statements be amended to state that this policy would 
change if the Treasurer changes the hold to maturity (HTM) policy. Comptroller Coogan agreed 
with this change. 
 
Accounting Manager Whitt reviewed the proposed 1st Quarter 2023 budget amendments, which 
represented new grants, capital expenditures and personnel expenses that were previously 
approved by the Board. 
 
MOTION by Olsson, support by Smith, to approve the 1st Quarter 2023 budget amendments as 
presented. 
 
Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Comptroller Coogan reviewed the March 31, 2023 revenue and expenditure reports. 
 
Clerk Basch thanked Comptroller Coogan and Accounting Manager Whitt for completing the 
conversion to the State’s general ledger numbering system.  
 
Basch noted that the PDR millage was in its last year. 

 
F. Washtenaw County Road Commission – Ann Arbor Township Agreement 
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Supervisor O’Connell led the discussion on this agenda item.  

• The Township had $440K in ARPA funds. 

• Warren Road, a county road, was unsafe from Whitmore Lake to Pontiac Trail, but was not 
listed on the county program to fix. Supervisor O’Connell had talked with the Road 
Commission, and the Road Commission had estimated the cost to repair at $451K, and had 
agreed to pay 50% ($225,500) of the cost if the Township paid the other 50%. American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds could be used to fund the Township’s portion.  

• There was already $30K of ARPA funds dedicated to the Warren Road culvert 
repair/rehabilitation. However, EGLE might want a full culvert replacement, which would 
cost the Township $80K-$120K. With that full amount spent, there would still be enough to 
pay the 50% toward fixing Warren Road. 

• The Board discussed whether or not it was appropriate for the Township to spend money to 
fix a public county road.  Smith shared that there were several roads in the Township that 
had poor Paser ratings, including local roads Old Earhart Rd and Stein Road, for which 
repairs were estimated at $338,250 and $180,400 respectively (total $581,650), and for 
which the Township was responsible for the entire portion. Public roads with poor Paser 
ratings included Warren, Nixon, Earhart, and Whitehall, for a total Township portion cost of 
$902,000, if the Township paid 50% toward those public roads. The annual Township road 
budget was $150,000. It would take 9.5 years to fund both the $518,650 for township roads 
and 50% of the $902,000 for public roads at that budget level. 

• Some Trustees opposed paying half the cost of repairing Warren Road, because Warren 
Road was a county responsibility, and repairs should be funded from the county-wide 
millage. The County also did not list Nixon, Earhart or Whitehall Roads in their projects for 
2023 and 2024. The Township needed to make sure the County was appropriately 
prioritizing public roads in the township. The Road Commission projects listed for Ann Arbor 
Township for 2023 and 2024 (portions of Clark Road, Huron River Drive, and Dixboro Road) 
seemed out of whack with what was really needed.  

• Trustee Smith noted that with ARPA funds the Township could fund the total resurface for 
Old Earhart Rd., a Township road.  

• If the Township pays for county roads, a precedent will be set and the County will 
continually ask the Township to keep paying for those roads.  

• Supervisor O’Connell said that funding a portion of a county road repair was not without 
precedence in the County. Warren Road was dangerous and needed immediate repair. 
Public safety was a compelling reason to use ARPA funds to do this. 

• Trustee Olson pointed out that the last time the Township helped pay for a public road 
repair was in 1997. This was a one-time project for Clark Road, and did not at that time 
seem to have any domino effect of further requests to share the cost of public road repair. 
Also, the Township put effort into getting a private road fixed (Dhu Varren Court) because it 
was in such disrepair it became a public safety issue. Fixing Warren Road before someone 
was badly hurt or worse was an emergency public safety issue, and to delay a decision 
would mean losing this construction season.  

• ARPA funds were intended to fund infrastructure improvements; this was an opportunity to 
protect the safety and welfare of Township residents. 

• Clerk Basch said that in order to help the road planning process in terms of developing a 5- 
and 10-year plan, she had put together of spreadsheet of all the roads in the Township and 
labeled them as to their status: gravel or paved, private or public, local or private or county. 
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The Road Commission had provided repair techniques and cost per mile for the different 
repair techniques, based on Paser ratings and road types, but she felt Warren Rd was in 
such bad shape it should be considered an emergency repair.  

• Utilities Director Judkins pointed out that MDOT wants to raise the Warren Road bridge, 
which meant grading changes for the approaches to the bridge. It would be a bad idea to 
spend money improving Warren Road only to have any resurfacing torn apart in 2024 so 
that MDOT could raise the Warren Road bridge. 

• WATS (Washtenaw Area Transportation Study) would help with manual bicycle and 
pedestrian counts.  

 
After further discussion, by consensus the Board determined next steps: 

• The Road Commission will be invited to the next BOT meeting to discuss the issue of 
repairing Warren Road and other county roads, and to hear general concerns, specifically 
regarding prioritization of county road repairs in the Township. 

• The Supervisor will ask the Road Commission for more data, including updated motorized 
and non-motorized traffic counts on Warren Road. 

• Utilities Director will request drawings from MDOT relative to raising Warren Road bridge. 
 
MOTION by Allison, support by Olsson, to table item V.F. Washtenaw County Road 
Commission – Ann Arbor Township Agreement, to allow time for the above actions to occur. 
 
Motion passed by voice vote 6-1 (Smith opposed). 

 
G. Ann Arbor Charter Township Drinking Water Well Sampling – Tetra Tech 

 
Due to the potential migration of the Gelman groundwater plume, the Township is continuing 
with its next drinking water well sampling for 1,4-dioxane at selected well locations. Tetra Tech 
will collect water samples from 24 wells as specified in the January 27, 2023 RFP, and will submit 
the samples to Pace Analytical Laboratory, who will use EPA Method 522 analysis. A final report 
will be prepared and submitted to the Township. Cost will be $6,660. 
 
Clerk Basch suggested a “dummy sample” be included in the testing. 
 
After discussion, and to allow for contingencies, the following motion was offered: 
 
MOTION by Allison, support by Olsson, that the Ann Arbor Township Board of Trustees 
authorizes the Supervisor to contract with Tetra Tech for drinking water wells sampling in an 
amount up to $8,000, subject to attorney review of the contract. 
 
Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

 
H. Approve First Amendment to Agreement for Easements and Restrictive Covenants 

between the Regents of the University of Michigan and Toyota Motor Engineering & 
Manufacturing North America, Inc, NSK Americas, Inc, NSF International, KLA Corporation, 
IMRA America, Inc, AW Tech, Ann Arbor Charter Township 
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Supervisor O’Connell introduced this agenda item, which was a First Amendment to Agreement 
for Easements and Restrictive Covenants for the Ann Arbor Technology Park. This First 
Amendment had been before the Board in March 2023. At that time the Board voted to table in 
order to get further information from the University of Michigan, who had answered some of 
the Township’s questions: 

• All the parcels were now identified by letters. The University of Michigan owned K, L, M, O, 
P and some of E. 

• It appeared that all but 2 of the property owners had signed the Agreement.  
 
Township Attorney Dieck explained that as noted in sub. par. 3 on page 2 of the amended 
agreement, the declaration gives the developer certain rights in relation to voting issues and 
gives them a little more developer control. Since U of M does not own the original developer 
parcel, the amendment means that U of M will still be the developer of Technology Park. 
 
Board discussion 

• This was a big change in that the parcels had changed from a numbering system to letters, 
and the roads were different.  

• Given that the Township had a single vote, and other parties had already signed the 
agreement, any objection by the Township would be symbolic. 

 
MOTION BY Smith, support by Colvin-Garcia, that the Ann Arbor Charter Township approve 
the FIRST AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT FOR EASEMENTS AND RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS 
between the University of Michigan and the parties listed in the agreement.   
 
In response to a question, Township Attorney Dieck said the agreement provided for one vote 
per parcel in this development.  
 
Motion passed by voice vote 6-1 (Basch opposed). 

 
VI.  REPORTS, DISCUSSIONS 

 
A. Supervisor’s Report – O’Connell 

 
1) HRWC Invoice 

 
The current invoice represents the last of Ann Arbor Township’s 5-year contract with the 
Huron River Watershed Council (HRWC). The next contract will be Fall 2023.  HRWC does 
much good work, including stormwater permit and phosphorus reduction services, in order 
to comprehensively meet local water quality goals.  
 
Trustee Olsson disclosed that she works at HRWC and will abstain from this vote. 

 
MOTION by Smith, support by Allison, that the Ann Arbor Charter Township approve 
payment for Invoice #2023.01.19, dated 5/2/2023, from the Huron River Watershed 
Council. 
 
Motion passed by voice vote 6-0-1 (Olsson abstained). 
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2) Request approval for invoice for Security Cameras for Fire Station 2 
 
The Par Plan grant received by the Township will fund 50% of the cost of security cameras 
for Fire Station 2. Installation will be next week. 
 
MOTION by Allison, support by Smith, that the Ann Arbor Charter Township approve 
payment for Invoice No. 1073 dated 03/08/2023, for $3,771.00. 
 
Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

 
  Supervisor O’Connell reported on the following: 

• New submission will be made for a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund grant, to help 
cover the cost of the proposed new water tank, new meters, and closing a water loop. 

• The Township does not qualify for SPARK funds to close the trail gap by the Botanical 
Gardens. The State’s Land and Water Trust Fund would be a better match for closing the 
trail gap; that grant application will be due in 2024.  The Township submitted to the 
Water Resources Commission for a grant for the box culvert that will be needed. 

• Supervisor O’Connell reviewed employment changes in the Township. Jennifer Morris is 
the new planning assistant. 

• Regarding the petition for a natural beauty road designation for part of Warren Road, 
the Road Commission has placed this request on their consent agenda at their next 
meeting, authorizing staff to analyze the request.  The Board discussed past work on 
Warren Road, and what impact – if any – a natural beauty road designation would have 
on road maintenance and Township costs. 

• COMCAST issued a press release that they are in the final stages of their 37-mile all-fiber 
infrastructure intended to bring internet to underserved areas.  

• There were 3 bills in the State House removing authority from local jurisdictions relative 
to sand and gravel mines, including control over hours of operation, noise, etc.  
 
MOTION by Allison, support by Basch, that the Ann Arbor Charter Township authorize 
Supervisor O’Connell to draft a letter in opposition to the bills before the State House 
of Representatives relative to sand and gravel mining operations within 
municipalities, and specifically stating the Township’s experience with the Washtenaw 
Sand and Gravel operations. 
 
Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
 

• The Board discussed the situation brought forward in Ms. Whelan’s public comment 
regarding a dropped water table resulting from operations at Washtenaw Sand and 
Gravel. The Supervisor had spoken with the County Health Department and was waiting 
for a return call from EGLE.  

• Trustee Allison said that based on information provided to him, there was a 20’ 
drawdown for at least one well, and elevated arsenic levels found at a deeper aquifer. 
Trustee Allison distributed older and new Google Earth aerial maps, which showed that 
sometime between March 2020 and June, 2022, about 18 acres of lakes were created 
on the Washtenaw Sand and Gravel property, in violation of the Conditional Use Permit. 
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The CUP says that “prior to creating a five (5) acre lake on Property, Applicant shall 
establish and submit a plan to the Township to ensure that the planned lake will not 
impact the water level of surrounding wells and wetlands.” 
 
Township Attorney Dieck said she would follow up regarding this issue, including 
remedies the Township could seek, up to revoking the conditional use permit. 

 
B. Clerk’s Report - Basch 

Clerk Basch reviewed her May 15, 2023 written report, and highlighted the following items: 

• The annexation request that had been removed from the agenda was for a property 
that had already been annexed to the City as part of the City-initiated annexations that 
ended up in court. 

• FOIA requests were taking significant time. 

• In response to comments, Clerk Basch explained that historical documents were still 
being uploaded to the online platforms. There are currently two document databases – 
Laserfiche (for historical building department records) and Minutes on Demand (MOD) 
for minutes and resolutions; the ultimate goal is to make a single, more user-friendly 
access. 

 
C. Treasurer’s Report – Colvin-Garcia 

• WRRMA (Washtenaw Regional Resource Management Authority) has held two public 
input meetings regarding the new drop-off station. The new station will accept 
recyclables as well as bulky items and brush from the public and small businesses in 
Washtenaw County. The set-up will be much improved at the existing location. 

• Treasurer Colvin-Garcia attended the Michigan Township Association week of training, 
and the next week completed the first-year training at the Michigan Municipal 
Treasurer’s Institute. Account Manager Whitt completed his second-year training. 

• Ann Arbor 2030 District has received funding from an Energy Management Grant. All 
Township properties will be registered, and DTE metering data and other information 
will be entered into the ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager for each property, allowing the 
Township to apply for funding for energy efficiency enhancements. 

 
D. Planning Commission Report – May 1, 2023 

Trustee Allison reviewed the draft minutes of the May 1, 2023 Planning Commission 
meeting.  

 
E. Committee Reports  

1) Farmland Open Space and Preservation Board Report - Allison 
Will meet May 22. 

 
2) Utility Committee – No report. 

 
3) Climate Resilience Committee – Olsson 

• Committee met last week and will be meeting with the climate consultants next 
week.  

• The Board discussed options for a new pickup truck purchase, possibly an F150. 
Trustee Smith said that Catalyst Communities could help determine options. 



   APPROVED  
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Treasurer Colvin Garcia said Electrification Coalition is also a good resource. 
Predominant use of the truck will be “local”. The Committee is working with the Fire 
Chief to evaluate the best purchase choice and also to locate existing and proposed 
locations of charging stations. A fast-charging station is located at Meijer. An EV 
charging station could be located at Fire Station 1, with another at the Chief’s home. 

• The 2030 Project has a funding calculator for residential energy costs for home and 
car. 

• A draft climate plan should be available by the end of May.  
 

4) Zoning Board of Appeals - Did not meet. 
 

5) Public Safety Committee - Did not meet. 
 

6) Roads Committee - Included in discussion under Supervisor’s Report. 
 

F. Utilities Department Report - Director Rick Judkins 
Written report in the packets. 
 
Director Judkins answered questions related to his written report and other activities in the 
Department. 

 
G. Public Safety Report  

1) Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Department  
Sheriff’s Report in the packets. 
 

2) Fire Department – Chief Mark Nicholai 
Chief Nicholai reviewed the written April 2023 Fire Department Report and responded 
to questions from the Board relative to recent response activities as well as hiring and 
training activities. 

 
H. Building Department Report  

Building Department Report in the packets. 
 

VII. INFORMATION ONLY ITEMS - None. 
 

VIII.   NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 

 Special BOT meetings are scheduled for May 22 at 6:30 pm and May 24 at 12 noon.  
 

IX.    PUBLIC COMMENT - None. 
 

X.  ADJOURNMENT  
Motion by Olsson, support by Colvin-Garcia, to adjourn the meeting at 10:39pm. 
 
Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 


