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Tree and Woodland Resource Preservation - Draft Ordinance Amendments 

Ann Arbor Township 

Sec. 74-605. - Tree and woodland resource preservation. 

(a) Introduction and purpose. Trees and woodlands provide for a number of public benefits, including
environmental, social, and aesthetic benefits. Uncontrolled development or tree removal could
result in unnecessary removal of trees, woodlands and related natural resources. Therefore, it is the

intent of this section to:

(1) Encourage the preservation of trees and related natural resources of the Woodland ecosystem

on undeveloped land and in connection with the development of land;

(2) Prohibit clear cutting of Woodland areas prior to or in anticipation of development without prior

approval from the Planning Commission;

(3) Prohibit removal of protected trees or woodlands without a permit when required by this

section;

(4) Provide for the protection, preservation, proper maintenance and use of trees and Woodlands to
minimize damage from erosion and siltation, loss of wildlife and vegetation, and/or from the

destruction of the natural habitat;
(5) Provide for the paramount public concern for these natural resources in the interest of the

health, safety and general welfare of the residents of the Township, in keeping with article IV,
section 52 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963 and the intent of the Michigan Natural

Resources and Environmental Protection Act, PA 451 of 1994.

(b) Applicability. This section shall apply to all land located in the Township, unless exempt pursuant to

subsection (d) below, including parcels that are in the process of being annexed to the City of Ann
Arbor until the date that such annexation is final and notice of such official annexation is provided to

the Township by the State of Michigan.

( c) Prohibitions.

(1) Clear cutting of woodlands, including grubbing, on parcels covered by this section is prohibited

without first obtaining a tree/woodland removal permit. Clear cutting as a long term forestry

management practice for long term regrowth of the woodland and not prior to or in anticipation

of development of land is allowed without a tree/woodland removal permit if consistent with a

woodland stewardship plan described in subsection (m) below that has been reviewed,

approved and is on file with the Township prior to the start of any forestry management
practices or operations.

(2) Removal of protected trees or woodlands without a permit when required by subsection (g)

below is prohibited.

(d) Exemptions. Tree and Woodland removal associated with the following shall be exempt from the

requirements of this section:

(1) Parcels that are not subject to site plan review or subdivision plat review as defined in article II,
and:

a. Are three acres or less.
b. Are greater than three acres, but where no more than 100 dbh inches of protected trees are

removed within 12 months.
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